
Monroe Manufacturing/Distribution Facility 
425,000 SF Building on 182.2 Acres
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The former Guide Plant is conveniently located on Interstate 20 and Millhaven Road in Monroe with direct 

access to an interstate on-ramp.  The 425,146 square foot plant situated on 182.2 acres was a former 

automotive headlamp manufacturing and distribution center for General Motors which has been closed for 

many years. The property has access to multiple rail spurs, and its ceiling height ranges from 21 to 70 feet.  

There is 70’ clearance in the 22,400 SF high bay area (80’ x 280’). Since the plant has been shuttered for many 

years, the private owners of this facility are motivated to sell, which would allow you more square footage for 

your investment. Detailed information about the property is available in the property section of this proposal.

This facility is located along Interstate 20 in the Monroe MSA, which is the seventh largest metropolitan 

statistical area in Louisiana.  Monroe has an estimated 2014 population of 252,828 with a median age of 34.4. 

The four parish area around Monroe has a civilian workforce of 110,159 persons.  Monroe has a long history of 

manufacturing.  Louisiana Plastics, Berry Plastics, Mid South Extrusion Graphic Packaging, Bancroft Bags, 

Gardner Denver Thomas, Georgia Pacific, and Dow Chemical all call the Monroe area home.  CenturyLink, the 

third largest telecommunications company in the nation, is headquartered in Monroe, LA and opened its 

300,000 square foot Technology Center of Excellence in March 2015.

With a low unionization rate and backed by comprehensive workforce training programs, Monroe and North 

Louisiana can deliver a skilled and experienced workforce which has been ranked by Gallup’s State of the 

American Workplace Report as the Most Engaged Workers in the Nation. Our area can meet the workforce 

needs of most any project. A comprehensive community college and technical school system and the nation’s 

No. 1 workforce training program, LED FastStart, can offer customized training. Additionally, the Louisiana 

Workforce Commission also offers funding to train your employees.

Monroe’s quality of life affords a great lifestyle with the ACCRA cost of living at 94.2% of the national 

average, housing costs totaling only 90.6% of the national average, and the median sold price of an existing 

home in Ouachita Parish averaging $136,000. 

Some of the best public school districts are located in Northeast Louisiana. Both Ouachita and Lincoln Parish 

public schools have been ranked as above average by the Louisiana Department of Education. Nine K-12 schools 

in Ouachita, Lincoln, and Morehouse have been ranked by the Louisiana  Department of Education as 

exceptional schools.  Many of these schools have gained national recognition. West Monroe High School in the 

Ouachita Parish School District; Wossman High School in the Monroe School District; and Dubach High School 
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in the Lincoln Parish School District have been recognized nationally by U.S. News and World Report as Bronze 

Medal High Schools, ranking in the top 14% of all high schools in the nation.  George Welch Elementary in 

Ouachita Parish and Morehouse Magnet School in Morehouse Parish were both named National Blue Ribbon 

Schools by the U.S. Department of Education.

Our higher education institutions deliver quality, nationally accredited academic programs at a great value.  Four 

public universities and college are located within a 40 mile radius of Monroe, with an enrollment of more than 

30,000 students.  Louisiana Tech University, the largest regional university in North Louisiana, is nationally 

ranked as a tier 1 university by U.S. News and World Report with top graduate and research programs.  

University of Louisiana at Monroe is recognized as a top regional university by U.S. News & World Report, and 

Grambling State University is one of the most well respected historically black colleges in the nation.  

Additionally, Louisiana Delta Community College is one of the fastest growing community colleges in the nation, 

delivering employer-focused academic and workforce training curricula.

North Louisiana Economic Partnership (NLEP) is pleased to work with your company to facilitate your site 

selection decision. NLEP is a regional, public-private partnership dedicated to the positive sustainable economic 

development of the 14 parishes it serves in North Louisiana. The NLEP and its many partners work with both 

existing and prospective companies to facilitate the attraction and retention of capital investment and 

meaningful job opportunities in our region.  Please allow us the opportunity to help your business succeed in 

North Louisiana. Visit www.nlep.org for more information.

Sincerely, 

Scott Martinez, CEcD
President
North Louisiana Economic Partnership



North Louisiana Overview

North Louisiana: 
• Population of 824,000

• 14 parishes (counties) connected by Interstate 20 & Interstate 49

• Innovations corridor with 11 colleges and universities with 58,408 students

• Lowest cost of doing business as ranked by Forbes and KPMG Competitive Alternatives (2010, 2011, 2012)

Monroe Metro Market 
• Ouachita, Union, Morehouse and Lincoln Parishes

• Estimated 2014 population of 252,828 with median age of 34.4

• Average household income is $51,634 and the median income is $35,129

• Civilian workforce of 110,159 persons of which 59% are engaged in white collar occupations

• Educational attainment rate of 82.2% (high school diploma and higher degree)

• Three universities and one community college: Louisiana Tech University, University of Louisiana at Monroe,
Grambling State University and Louisiana Delta Community College

• Combined student enrollment of more than 30,000

• Top three employers include:

- JPMorgan Chase (2,600 employees)

- St. Francis Hospital (2,330 employees)

- CenturyLink, the third largest telecommunications company in the nation (2,200 employees)

• Long history of manufacturing in the Monroe area

• Strategic location within the south central U.S. within one day’s travel to major markets with 30 million consumers

• Great quality of life: low cost of living (94.2% of the national average); the median sold price of an existing home
in Ouachita Parish averages $136,000; great schools; and average commute time of 22 minutes

• Medical and retail hub for northeast Louisiana

• Diverse cultural and entertainment options: Monroe Symphony, two ballet companies, restaurants, and shopping
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• Facilitate information gathering

• Support client throughout the decision process

• Plan and schedule visits and tours

• Engage local and state economic development partners for support

• Introductions to area leaders, both private and public

• Schedule private meetings with senior executives and functional staff (e.g., HR, finance)

• Initial real estate search based on prospect’s specifications

• Connect client to real estate brokers and landowners for buildings and sites

• Expert advice and advocacy regarding federal, state, regional and local business incentives

• Customized solutions to assist and retain existing business with growth issues

• Workforce marketing and recruitment through our Top Skills program, including access to online 
content, resources and tools to enhance a company’s ability to recruit quality employees

• Marketing assistance, including announcements and news releases

North Louisiana Economic Partnership Services

NLEP Services

NLEP is the “first stop” for existing businesses 
and prospective companies looking to expand 
or locate in 14 parishes in North Louisiana. As 
one of only 61 accredited economic 
development organizations across North 
America, NLEP provides professional 
economic development services, including 
lead generation and prospect management. 
Its vision for North Louisiana is to be a 
thriving region—a destination for high quality 
talent, innovative companies and global 
investment. Ranked in the top ten for the 
number of Certified Economic Developers on 
staff (CEcDs), NLEP’s economic development 
and marketing programs won three 2017 
Excellence in Economic Development Awards 
from the International Economic 
Development Council (IEDC), the largest 
membership organization for economic 
developers. NLEP was also recognized as the 
2017 Louisiana Association of Business and 
Industry Economic Development Partner of 
the Year. Our expertise and familiarity with 
North Louisiana will help facilitate your site 
selection search.



Property 
Information
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Guide Plant
Interstate 20 & Millhaven Road, Monroe, LA

Space Details
• Size: 425,146 Total SF

• How Divided:

Total mezzanine area- 31,433 SF

Enclosed mezzanine - 11,628 SF

• Dimensions: 480’ x 800’

• OutBuildings: One building- 40’ x 40’- 1,600 SF

• Total Lot Size: 182.2 Acres

• Ceiling Height: 21’-22’ clear below truss

29’-30’ below underside of roof

70’ clear in 22,400 SF high bay area (80’ x 280’)

• Rail: Two rail spurs (needs to be reinstalled)

Carrier is Kansas City Southern Rail, which served

facility in the past with three spurs on site, and each

served facility interior via three 14’ x 20’ doors.  Two

spurs remain available but needs to be reinstalled. The 

main line turnout, switch and road crossing have been 

pulled and need to be reinstalled. Funds available to 

offset this cost.

• Date of Construction: 1974

• Type of Construction:

Floors: 8” thick concrete reinforced

Walls: Insulated steel panels over steel frame

Columns: 10” I-Beams

Roof: Built up roof, membrane overly in 2000

• Office Area: 31,338 Total SF

Office building appendage on side of facility- 12,838 SF

Approx. 18,500 SF office space in numerous areas

throughout facility interior

• Column Space: 40’ x 40’ throughout

• List Type: For Sale or Lease

• Property Type: Industrial

• Available Space: 425,146 SF

• Office Space: 31,338 SF

• Sale or Lease Price: Negotiable

This 425,146 SF former automotive headlamp manufacturing and distribution facility is situated on 182.2 acres in the 
thriving  I-20 Economic Development District in Monroe, Louisiana. The plant has many logistical advantages including 
direct access onto interstate 20 from the frontage road and two rail spurs (requires reinstallation).  The plant offers 21’ to 
70’ foot ceiling clearance, 21 truck loading docks, sufficient utility infrastructure - all within close proximity to the 
Monroe Regional Airport and U.S. 165, a major north-south corridor. 
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Space Details (Continued)

• Lighting: abundant number of metal halide fixtures

• Water- Size of main- 16”

Size of line to facility- 10”

Supplier: City of Monroe

• Sewer: Size of main- 12”

Size of line to facility- city owned lift station on site with

discharge line to sanitary sewer

Supplier: City of Monroe

• Power: 480 volt 3 phase 4 wire throughout

Abundant supply available to facility via 69 KV feed and

distributed within facility via 7 substations and 11

transformers

Supplier: Entergy

• Gas: size of main- 3” main @ 115 PSI

Size of line to building - 3” line, 2 meters (AL 5000) on

site

Supplier: Atmos or Crosstex

• Telecommunications: AT&T or CenturyLink

Fiber Optics Supplier: AT&T

• Compressed Air: distribution lines throughout the

interior and supplied by 3 Ingersall Rand 700 HP air

compressors

• Air conditioning: 100% via chilled water system

supplied by two 950 ton Train chillers (replaced in

2005) and 32 roof mounted air handler units

• Ventilation: 48 roof mounted heat release vents

through roof area

• Heat: heat source is steam via boiler/heat exchangers

system

• Sprinkler: 97% covered by wet system with a 10” fire

loop around facility. On-site back up supply via two

125,000 gallon above ground tanks, along with two

electric pumps and one diesel pump

• Truck Loading: 21 total dock high positions serve the

facility:

West-side: 7 dock doors, 10’ x 10’ each with locks,

levelor and shelter

3 exterior dock high positions with gravel base

2 interior 53’ positions with three-sided access

North-side: 6 dock doors, 10’ x 10’ each with locks,

levelor and shelter

3 dock positions serving a 40’ x 200’ covered dock area

with two 10’x10’ doors to interior

• Drive-in Doors: West-side: two 10’ x 12’ doors

1000 ft

N

➤➤
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Space Details (continued)

North-side: Two 10’ x 12’ doors off of covered dock 

platform

• Paved Parking: 737 asphalt paved, marked and lighted

spaces

• Security: Guard gate and related guard house on site.

Property is totally fenced

• Miscellaneous: Waste water treatment facility one-site

with 250,000 gallon retention capability. Lift station

tied in with this system

• Zoning: No zoning required in Ouachita Parish

• Proximity:

Interstate 20 (east-west connector)- directly off of I-20

U.S. 165 (north-south connector) - 3.7 miles

U.S. 80 (east-west connector) - 2.1 miles

Monroe Regional Airport- 3.1 miles

Greater Ouachita Port (shallow draft) - 7.7 miles

Guide Plant History
Guide Lamp in Anderson, Indiana opened a plant in 
Monroe, Louisiana in 1974, producing automotive 
headlamps for General Motors.  

In October 2006, Guide announced it would close two 
of its plants, including the Monroe facility, ending three 
decades of manufacturing tradition and eliminating 
about 800 jobs and a $53 million annual payroll.

After remaining vacant for two years, Guideco Properties, 
LLC purchased the Guide Plan in October 2008.

In June 2009, Next AutoWorks along with local investors 
acquired the shuttered plant to start a next generation 
car company with the potential of creating 1,400 jobs. 
The deal was contingent on a federal energy loan, which 
was eventually denied. 
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North Louisiana 
Advantages

Lowest Cost of Doing Business

Ranked as the #1 most cost competitive place to do 

business in the nation and in North America by 

Forbes.com and KPMG Competitive Alternative, North 

Louisiana offers both value and quality. Competitive 

utility rates, low labor costs, and a pro-business tax 

structure allow companies to compete globally.

Multimodal Transportation

Strategically located in the central U.S., 14 parishes in 

North Louisiana are connected to the rest of the world 

by a multimodal transportation system of Class 1 Rail, 

air, interstate and four ports with access to deep water. 

Dedicated, Quality Workforce

As a right-to-work state, North Louisiana boasts a 

dedicated workforce, which many employers tout as 

highly productive with a low turnover rate. Ranked as the 

Most Engaged Workers in the Nation by Gallup, North 

Louisiana’s workforce is backed by comprehensive 

workforce training programs delivered by a community 

college system and the nation’s best workforce training 

program, LED FastStart.  

Enviable Quality of Life 

North Louisiana is a great place to live and work. Smog-

free communities with no traffic congestion make the 

average commute time anywhere from 15-30 minutes. 

The cost of living ranges from 94.2% to 90.1% of the 

national average with some of the most stable real 

estate markets in the nation. 



Demographics
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Population Total

2019 Projection 256,764

2014 Estimate 252,828

2010 Census 251,155

Growth 2014-2019 1.56%

Growth 2000-2010 3.11%

Racial Makeup

White 146,656    58.1%

African American 96,407   38.13%

American Indian/Alaskan Native 771        0.30%

Asian 2,630 1.04%

Pacific Islander 125 .05%

Other Race 2,729 1.08%

Two or More Races 3,510 1.39%

Hispanic Population

Not Hispanic 246,331 97.43%

Hispanic 6,497 2.57%

Gender

Male 121,907 48.22%

Female 130,921 51.78%

Age

Median Age 34.4

Average Age 37.10

Educational Attainment

Less than 9th Grade 8,641 5.47%

Some High School, no diploma 19,447 12.32%

High School Graduate 54,121 34.29%

Some College, no degree 34,497 21.85%

Associates Degree 7,040 4.46%

Bachelor’s Degree 22,920 14.52%

Master’s Degree 7,945 5.03%

Professional School Degree 1,677 1.06%

Doctorate Degree 1,560 .99%

Demographic Snapshot 

Demographic information for the Parishes of Ouachita, Union, Lincoln and Morehouse.  

* Collected from Claritas Database
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Major Employers
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Major Employers
Ouachita, Union, Lincoln, and Morehouse Parishes

Major Private Employers (non-retail) over 200 employees

Company Services/Products Approximate Employees

JPMorgan Chase Financial/Mortgage/Retail Banking 2600

St. Francis Medical Center Medical Services 2330

CenturyLink Telecommunications 2220

Foster Farms Poultry Processing 1275

Graphic Packaging Paper/Container Products 1240

Glenwood Regional Medical Center Medical Services 1100

North Louisiana Medical Center Medical Services 678

Vantage Health Plan Health Insurance/PPO 435

Entergy Electrical Provider 400

Bancroft Bag Bags, Paper Containers 400

Berry Plastics Corp. Plastics 360

St. Gobain Container Company Manufacturing 360

DG Foods Chicken Processing 320

Sapa Extrusions Aluminum Extrusions 320

Morehouse General Hospital Medical Services 299

Health South Specialty Hospital of 
LA

Medical Services
277

Davison Transport Transportation 275

Gardner Denver Thomas Manufacturing Pumps 270

Angus Chemical Chemicals 250
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Incentives
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Federal, State & Local Incentives

Reduce Tax Liability
Businesses in Louisiana have access to a competitive, comprehensive portfolio of federal, state and local 

incentives that can make a profound impact on a company’s bottom line. Incentives, such as Enterprise Zone , 

Quality Jobs , Research & Development Tax Credit, Industrial Tax Exemption, and Louisiana FastStart™ are 

available to help companies compete and succeed. NLEP can provide advocacy and assistance with applying for 

statutory or discretionary incentives.  (Qualifying for many of the incentive programs depends on job creation 

and capital investment.)

Federal Incentives

New Markets Tax Credits

This federal incentive allows individuals and corporate investors to receive a tax credit against their federal 

income tax return in exchange for making equity investments in specialized financial institutions called 

Community Development Entities (CDEs). The credit totals 39 percent of the original investment amount and is 

claimed over a period of seven years (five percent for each of the first three years, and six percent for each of the 

remaining four years). The investment in the CDE cannot be redeemed before the end of the seven-year period. 

Work Opportunity Tax Credits

This incentive allows businesses to earn up to $2,400 in federal tax credits for hiring persons in certain targeted 

groups. Additionally, businesses may earn up to $4,800 for hiring disabled veterans and up to $9,000 over a 

two year period for hiring long term welfare recipients . 

Workforce Investment Act – WIA

This program provides funding for local and regional workforce training programs through local Workforce 

Investment Boards (WIB). 

Foreign Trade Zones

Foreign Trade Zones (FTZ) allow delayed or reduced duty payments on foreign merchandise, allowing US 

companies to engage in value added activities to effectively compete with foreign alternatives. Designated sites 

are supervised by local U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officials. 

Research And Development Tax Credit

Companies may claim a federal income tax credit for research & development (R & D) activities . The credit may 

be combined with Louisiana R & D credits. 
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Incentives (Continued)

Small Business Administration

The Small Business Administration provides a variety of small business assistance programs including loans, 

business consulting, technical assistance and training. These services are delivered through the Louisiana Small 

Business Development Centers network.

USDA Rural Development Grants

Rural Development Federal grants and/or programs are available through the USDA for projects located in a 

USDA Rural zone. 

Louisiana Incentives

Louisiana has a variety of incentives programs available to both new and existing businesses aimed at 

encouraging job creation and capital investment. A number of these programs require an Advanced Notification 

form and a fee to be submitted to Louisiana Economic Development (LED) prior to any construction, 

renovations, purchases, hiring of employees, and etc. Failure to submit this form may disqualify you from being 

able to participate in the program(s). This form may be filed electronically by registering with FastLane .

Louisiana’s Quality Jobs Program

This incentive allows eligible companies to receive a cash rebate of up to 6% of annual payroll expenses for up to 

ten years and either a 4% sales/use tax rebate on capital expenditures or an investment tax credit equal to 1.5% 

of qualifying expenses. A rebate of a portion of local sales/use tax may be available in some areas.

Enterprise Zone

The Enterprise Zone program allows qualifying businesses to claim a one-time tax credit of $2,500 for each net 

new permanent job created during the first five years of the project. The incentive also provides a 4% sales tax 

rebate on taxable expenditures or a 1.5% refundable Investment tax credit. 

Louisiana Faststart

Considered the nation’s best workforce training program, FastStart offers innovative, customized employee 

training to companies that create at least 15 new, permanent manufacturing jobs, or at least 50 new, permanent 

service-related jobs. 

Competitive Projects Payroll Incentive Program

The Competitive Projects Payroll Incentive Program provides an incentive rebate of up to 15 percent of a 

participating company’s new payroll for up to 10 years. 
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Incentives (Continued) 
 Research & Development Tax Credit

This incentive provides to existing businesses with operating facilities in Louisiana a tax credit up to 40% of the 

expenses necessary to establish or continue research and development activities within the state. 

Digital Media And Software Incentive

This incentive provides a tax credit of 25% of qualified production expenditures for state-certified digital 

interactive productions in Louisiana and a 35% tax credit for payroll expenditures for Louisiana residents. 

Local Incentives 

Industrial Property Tax Exemption

This incentive program grants new and expanding manufacturing operations an exemption from local property 

taxes on new construction, additions to existing buildings, or permanently fixed equipment and machinery 

purchases. Business can take advantage of this program for a period of 5 years with the option of a second 

five-year exemption. 

Restoration Tax Abatement

This incentive program, administered by the local parish tax assessor, grants a five-year deferred assessment of 

the ad valorem property taxes assessed on renovations and improvements with an option for a second five-year 

exemption. Commercial property owners and homeowners who expand, restore, improve, or develop an existing 

structure in a qualifying district are eligible. 
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Education
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High Performing Public Schools 

Ouachita, Union, Morehouse, and Lincoln Parishes 

offer excellent K-12 educational options.  In 2013, the 

metro area had eight public schools that ranked 

among highest performing schools in the state, and 

earning an A grade from the State Department of 

Education. Some of the best public school districts in 

the state are in our four parish area. Both Lincoln and 

Ouachita Parish schools scored above average on 

their Louisiana school report cards.  

Ouachita Parish School System is one of the fastest 

growing school districts in the state, with 36 

campuses serving around 20,000 culturally diverse 

students. The Louisiana Department of Education 

ranked Ouachita schools in the top ten school 

districts with an increase of students achieving a 

college-going ACT score (18+).  More high school 

students in the Ouachita Parish School District are 

prepared for college than ever before. 

High Honors 

Schools through our four parish area gained national 

recognition. U.S. News & World Report named three 

of our high schools  as Bronze Category winners for 

Best High Schools in the United States.:

• Ouachita Parish:  West Monroe High School

• City of Monroe: Wossman High School

• Lincoln Parish: Dubach High School

Morehouse Magnet School was named a National 

Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of 

Education, which recognizes schools based on 

their overall academic excellence or for making 

progress in improving student achievement levels.

Head of the Class: Public K-12 Schools 
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Public School Performance Scores
 

School School District Letter Grade

Claiborne Elementary Ouachita  A

Woodlawn Elementary Ouachita A

George Welch Elementary Ouachita A

Westridge Middle School Ouachita A

Good Hope Middle School Ouachita A

Sterlington Middle School Ouachita A

J.S Clarke Magnet Elementary City of Monroe A

Choudrant High School Lincoln A

Morehouse Magnet School Morehouse A

The Louisiana Department of Education evaluates school districts and individual schools based on student 

performance on state standardized tests and other measures of student success. The following Ouachita, 

Morehouse, Union and Lincoln Parish schools been ranked in the top tier of schools in the state. 

In Louisiana, your child’s high academic performance in high school can earn a TOPS Opportunity Award 

scholarship. The tuition assistance program is available to eligible Louisiana residents attending Louisiana public 

colleges, universities, or schools. TOPS pays for most if not all of a student’s tuition. 

Educational Options Abound

Private & Parochial Schools

In addition to the strong public schools in Northeast Louisiana, there is a wide variety of excellent parochial and 

non-sectarian private schools that serve children from pre-K through 12th grades and offer strong educational 

programs as well as extracurricular and sports activities to enhance your child’s learning experience.

With the presence of University of Louisiana at Monroe, Louisiana Tech University, Grambling State University 

and Louisiana Delta Community College, there are also many options for dual enrollment so your child can be 

earning college credit while still in high school.
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Higher Education
Northeast Louisiana’s three universities and one community college produce top quality graduates needed to 

sustain business success and expansion.  More than 30,000 students are enrolled in our four year, two year 

and technical schools. Our institutions of higher learning are recognized nationally and globally for their top 

quality educational and research programs. Louisiana Tech University in Ruston, the largest four year university 

in Northeast Louisiana, was recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a Tier 1 national school with a top 

graduate school and research programs. The university was recently named the No. 1 school in state for overall 

return on investment with the best starting salaries for recent graduates.

The University of Louisiana at Monroe is known for excellence in a variety of academic areas and a faculty that 

focuses on Students First! The ULM campus is a vibrant place where faculty conduct cutting-edge research 

and where students are educated for demanding careers. ULM supports the only state funded Pharmacy 

School in Louisiana. 

Grambling State University, one of the most recognized historically black colleges in the nation, combines the 

academic strengths of a major university with the benefits of a small college.  In addition to being one of the 

country’s top producers of African American graduates and Computer Information Science grads in Louisiana, 

Grambling is the home of the famous Tiger Marching Band and the “winningest” coach in college football, the 

legendary football coach Eddie Robinson, Sr.

Louisiana Delta Community College offers bridges to careers through majors like nursing, business technology, 

computer/networking support and process technology. Students can also choose to study more than 180 

industrialized-based courses through the Workforce Development program. Since it began offering classes in 

2001, Delta has consistently ranked among the best in the nation in student satisfaction. 

Two Year Institutions Location  Enrollment  Primary Program(s) 

 Louisiana Delta Community 
College

Monroe, La  4,123 Process Technology, Nursing, Education

Four Year Institutions Location     Enrollment Primary Program(s)

 Grambling State University Grambling  5,277
Business, Criminal Justice, Engineering, 
Technology

Louisiana Tech University Ruston 11,304
Biology, Business, Cyber Security, 
Education, Engineering, MBA, 
Micromanufacturing, Marketing

University of Louisiana at Monroe     Monroe 9,447
Biology, Business, Computer Information 
Systems, Education, Engineering 
Technology, Nursing, Psychology

Total Enrollment 30,151



Quality of Life
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Arts and Entertainment
Monroe ranks as the 17th happiest community in the nation in a 
state recognized as the Happiest State in America for two years, 
both in Science (2009) and by Harvard researchers in 2014.  
Monroe residents enjoy a quality of life that provides a great work-
life balance. Short commutes, warm temperatures, smog-free 
communities and real connections with neighbors create a lifestyle 
unmatched in other parts of the country. The best part is the short 
work commute allows you to really enjoy your life and all the great 
entertainment options available. The average commute is 22 
minutes. 

World Class Cultural Entertainment

Our region provides a wealth of cultural and entertainment 
opportunities. You can experience Louisiana’s rich musical 
heritage in venues both big & small. Take in a concert at the 
Monroe Civic Center (Monroe, La), or at the Ike Hamilton (West 
Monroe, La.) or at The Revelry (Ruston, La). World famous 
musical acts also play the CenturyLink Center in Bossier, La and at 
the Shreveport-Bossier riverboat casinos just down the road on 
I-20.  If your taste runs toward the classical, the Monroe 
Symphony Orchestra performs at the Monroe Civic Center 
Theater. 

Visual & Performing Arts 

The visual and performing arts flourish in Northeast Louisiana 
where two ballet companies: the Twin City Ballet and the Louisiana 
Delta Ballet will rival any dance company anywhere.  Community 
theaters like the Strauss Theater Center (Monroe, La), the Dixie 
Theater (Ruston, La.) the Rose Theater (Bastrop, La.) along with 
college supported performing arts programs provide aspiring actors 
with opportunities to perform while enriching the cultural life of the 
region. The Masur Museum of Art and the Art Crawl in Monroe 
offer a platform for both world renowned and local artists to exhibit 
their works.

Festivals & Outdoor Activities

Outdoor activities are possible year round with winter months 
considerably milder here than in the north. The area has some of the 
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best hunting and fishing in the South and numerous opportunities to watch college and high school athletic 
events throughout the year. For golfers, tee up anytime of the year on our many outstanding public and private 
courses. 

Festivals are for a cultural mainstay for Northeast Louisiana. They celebrate our way of life, bring communities 
together and generate millions in tourist dollars. Ouachita Parish is home to Delta Fest, The Celtic Fest, The 
Southern Fried Festival, Art Fest, Downtown Art Crawl and Christmas on the River. Other annual festivals found 
throughout the Northeast Louisiana include the Louisiana Peach Festival, the North Louisiana Cotton Festival 
and the Farmerville Watermelon Festival. A festival unique to Louisiana is Mardi Gras, which represents our own 

brand of joie de vivre. The parades, pageantry, beads and food celebrate our zest for life.

Northeast Louisiana’s Food Scene is a Gumbo of Tastes

Louisiana’s culture serves up a unique culinary experience. Monroe-West Monroe delivers outstanding and 

diverse dining opportunities. While the area certainly has its share of typical Louisiana fare (think Cajun and 

Creole classics like gumbo, poboys, boiled crawfish, étouffée and seafood), you can also find cuisine from around 

the globe: Italian, Mexican (authentic and Tex-Mex), Chinese, Indian, Greek, Vietnamese, and Japanese.  We are 

proud of our locally owned restaurants but also offer a wide array of nationally popular chains that are certain to 

meet the taste of any palate.

Shop National and Local Retail Stores

In Monroe-West Monroe, you can find many nationally known clothing and 

household stores as well as dozens of charming and unique boutiques. Our metro 

offers big box stores like Target, Lowes, Home Depot and Bed, Bath & Beyond, but 

you will also enjoy the unexpected finds waiting for you in unique boutiques located 

in Antique Alley in downtown West Monroe.  

The new River Market in downtown Monroe also offers an electric collection of 

one-of-the-kind finds from handcrafted wood carvings to unique clothing and 

jewelry. Stroll the boardwalk along the beautiful Ouachita River, named one of 

the most scenic rivers by National Geographic, as you shop the open air booths  
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